
 
 
 
 

August 11, 2014 
 
 
 
 

Dear County Superintendents, District Superintendents, and Direct-Funded Charter 
School Administrators: 

 
ACADEMIC CRITERION FOR RECLASSIFICATION 

 
On December 3, 2013, the California Department of Education (CDE) provided 
guidance in light of the passage of Assembly Bill (AB) 484 (Bonilla) to address concerns 
regarding the academic criterion for reclassification in the 2013–14 school year. AB 484 
suspended California Standards Test (CST) and California Modified Assessment (CMA) 
assessments.  
 
For the 2014–15 school year, three of the four reclassification criteria remain 
unchanged: 
 

1. Assessment of English language proficiency, using an objective assessment 
instrument, including but not limited to, the state test of English language 
development 

 
2. Teacher evaluation, including but not limited to, a review of the student's 

curriculum mastery 
 

3. Parent opinion and consultation 
 
The fourth criterion requires a comparison of student performance on an objective 
assessment of basic skills in English–language arts. The assessment results must have 
an empirically established range of performance in basic skills based on the 
performance of English proficient students of the same age. 
 
In the absence of a state-administered test of student performance on basic skills in 
2014 (e.g., CST, CMA), local educational agencies (LEAs) will need to select another 
measure for the fourth criterion. Existing state guidance permits LEAs to use "locally 
available assessment results" when considering students in grade one for 
reclassification (2013–14 CELDT Information Guide, page 20). 
 
LEAs may identify local assessments they will use to determine that English learners 
are meeting academic measures that indicate they are ready to reclassify. Regulations 
(Title 5, California Code of Regulations, sections 11303-Reclassification and  
11308 [c][6]-Advisory Committee) also specify that any local reclassification criteria must 
be reviewed by the school district committee on programs and services for English 
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learners. To help guide the process for meeting the fourth criterion, the attached table is 
provided as an example of what some LEAs have identified as their local assessments. 
These local measures are compared to the native English speaking population at their 
sites to establish the range of performance necessary to demonstrate a student’s 
readiness to reclassify. 
 
The 2013–14 CELDT Information Guide provides additional guidance on 
reclassification. For more information, please visit the CDE Web page at: 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/el/documents/celdt13guide.pdf. If you have questions 
regarding reclassification policy, please contact the Language Policy and Leadership 
Office, by phone at 916-319-0845. For questions related to the assessment of English 
learners, please contact the English Language Proficiency and Alternate Assessments 
Office, by phone at 916-319-0784 or by e-mail CELDT@cde.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 

     
Karen Cadiero-Kaplan, Director    Diane Hernandez, Director 
English Learner Support Division    Assessment Development and                     
        Administration Division  
 
KCK/DH:ef/lr 
Attachment
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Considerations for Local Discussion of Options in the  
Selection of a Reclassification Criterion  

Local educational agencies (LEAs) are to establish local reclassification policies that allow for 
the “the effective and efficient conduct of the language reclassification process” (Title 5, 
California Code of Regulations [CCR], Section 11303). Further, LEAs must establish school 
district advisory committees on programs and services for English learners. One of the roles of 
this committee is to “review and comment on the district reclassification procedures” (Title 5, 
CCR, Section 11308 [c][6]). Therefore, school districts are afforded flexibility when identifying 
appropriate measures of academic performance for local reclassification policy.  

LEAs must consider: 

 Implementing a standardized reclassification process  

 Identifying an instrument(s) that measures basic skills for all students and produces 
results that show whether a student is performing at or close to grade level 

For example, these instruments could be curriculum-embedded assessments or district 
academic benchmark assessments. They could include writing samples that are scored using 
standardized, grade-level rubrics and are generated by standardized prompts. Any instrument 
employed for basic skills assessments should be designed for use with all students. 

The instrument should identify cut scores, or a range of scores, to determine skill levels. These 
levels should lend themselves to interpretation by grade in a manner similar to the CSTs (Far 
below basic, Below basic, Basic, Proficient, Advanced). 

Assessment Samples from LEAs Description from LEAs  

District Benchmarks ELA 70% 
Math 70% 

District Benchmark District Benchmark ELA Performance Tasks (Narrative, 
Informative, or Opinion) Rubric of 1–4, passing with a 3 
(grades 3–6) 

District Language 
Arts Assessment (mid-year) 

Basic skills – Locally determined cut score 

District-Selected ELA Assessment Locally adopted materials unit tests 

Language Arts  LEA-selected tests 

CAHSEE Grades 10–12, ELA [Pass] 

  
LEA-Adopted Assessment 

Grades K–6: Fluency measures used to regularly monitor 
the development of early literacy and early reading skills 

  
LEA-Adopted Assessment 

Grades K–3: All students participate in an LEA-adopted 
assessment as their core ELA program, with progress 
assessed through reports that indicate mastery. 
  
Grades 4–6: Students participate in the LEA-
adopted program as intervention, with progress assessed 
through reports that indicate mastery.  
Reports showing mastery have been determined 
according to students at the national level. 

“Comparison of the performance of the pupil in basic skills against an empirically established 
range of performance in basic skills based upon the performance of English proficient pupils of 
the same age, that demonstrates whether the pupil is sufficiently proficient in English to 
participate effectively in a curriculum designed for pupils of the same age whose native 
language is English.”  (Education Code section 313 [f][4]) 


